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EditorialA New Year and a New Era for Cell
year? Some of the changes will be operational moderniza-Thirty years ago this month, Cell launched with its first
issue. In that issue were nine papers and an editorial. The tions, equivalent in the architectural analogy to new elec-
trical wiring, and others will be structural renovations morepapers examined, among other things, early correlative
insights into the mechanisms of viral-induced cell transfor- akin to raising the roof and adding new windows to bring
in more light.mation, the genetics and heritability patterns of basic cel-
lular properties, methylation as a posttranscriptional mod- In the realm of structural elements, the most significant
change on the horizon is an expansion of the definition ofification of mRNA, and a technique for inducing and
isolating mutations in a mouse fibroblast cell line. Reading what constitutes a Cell paper. In my editorial vision for the
journal, there are only two defining criteria for determiningthrough that first issue in its entirety with the responsibility
of someone charged with shaping the journal’s future, I what is appropriate to submit to Cell. Is the work concep-
tually significant and technically sound? Scientific impor-was struck by how some of the findings now form part
of what we consider fundamentals in molecular and cell tance and conceptual significance come in many forms
however. There are conceptually significant papers thatbiology and how others remain the focus of considerable
research efforts. It is sobering to use the evolution of our represent a satisfying end of the road in providing defini-
tive and complete mechanistic insights into a given biolog-understanding over the past 30 years as a measuring stick
for extrapolating what the next 30 years will bring to the ical process. There are others that identify new forks in
the road by reporting thought provoking observations.pages of Cell and where the scientific frontier will be in
2034. The editorial in that first issue heralded the future There are findings whose import lies in a significant tech-
nological advance or a major therapeutic insight. Concep-of Cell as “a journal of exciting biology.” It also noted that
“any description of the topics on which Cell will publish tual significance is not measured in terms of the number
of figures or pages; it is not a question of heft or bulk. Ifresearch can only be imprecise, for the focus of our imme-
diate interests shifts with time, as therefore will the con- what has evolved over time in the minds of potential au-
thors and reviewers (and possibly even editors) is thattents of the journal.” It was right on both counts.
In the intervening 30 years, Cell has distinguished itself conceptual significance for Cell comes in only one flavor
and one size, my goal is to dispel that myth. If the workas unique among the top journals in combining the exciting
general interest science of short-format magazines with is exciting, if it addresses a fundamentally interesting bio-
logical problem and challenges the way we think aboutthe longer narrative format and completeness of tradi-
tional academic publications. Papers in Cell succeed in it, if it provides new mechanistic insight or presents an
observation that prompts new avenues of research, if itboth capturing the attention of the scientific community
at the time they are published and in becoming classics is something that you want to and should read even if you
don’t work in that system, then it is a strong candidatein their fields. In providing an editorial filter for selecting
and showcasing exciting conceptual advances across a for Cell. So what you will see new in the pages of Cell in
coming years is a greater diversity in the ways in whichbroad range of biological disciplines and allowing authors
the space to make the work accessible to a diverse reader- a paper crosses the bar of “general interest” and a greater
incorporation of newly emerging scientific approachesship, Cell creates a forum for promoting the crosspollina-
tion of scientific ideas that lies at the heart of our most and disciplines. Because this goal can only be achieved
if authors elect to submit manuscripts that advance thesignificant scientific progress. This facilitation of interdis-
ciplinary thinking is to my mind Cell’s most valuable contri- boundaries of what constitutes a Cell paper, I encourage
all of you with conceptually significant, exciting stories ofbution to the scientific enterprise over the past 30 years
and one that I am most committed to preserving and en- any shape and size to think of Cell when considering where
to submit or to contact me or a member of the Cell editorialhancing in the future.
But as with all notable historic institutions, history and team directly if you want to explore the appropriateness
of a potential manuscript.legacy provide only one key ingredient. They must be
supplemented with renovation and modernization. If pres- In the realm of operational changes, there are a few in
store. Perhaps most importantly from an editorial stand-ervation of historic buildings requires an insightful archi-
tect who can install modern conveniences and extend point, as of November 1, 2003, Cell, Molecular Cell, and
Developmental Cell have independent editorial teams.structural elements without challenging the historic ele-
gance and stature of the property, preservation of a land- Since the two sisters first launched, Molecular Cell in 1998
and Developmental Cell in 2001, there has been one com-mark in scientific publishing relies on a clear and commit-
ted editorial vision for maintaining the journal’s traditional bined editorial team (and a common Editor) responsible
for all three journals. There were some clear advantagesstrengths while enhancing its future value and contribu-
tion. These are dynamic times in scientific publishing and and disadvantages of this organization; the biggest ad-
vantage for authors being that papers the reviewers didn’tthe success of Cell cannot rest on its past achievements.
The traditional functions of scientific journals—editorial support for Cell could in some instances rapidly find a
happy home in Molecular Cell or Developmental Cell with-filtering, quality control, and peer review, distribution and
widespread access, archiving and maintenance of the sci- out the delay of further review. However, with a common
editorial team, the three journals could not easily evolveentific record, date stamping, and authorship credit—are
each being challenged to evolve in their own way by tech- their own distinct and independent identities in the com-
munity, and as the sister journals have matured, the timenological advances and changes in the nature of the scien-
tific enterprise. So what renovations can you as authors, has come for them to fly solo with their own editorial
directions. Because we are eager to maintain the conve-readers, and reviewers expect to see at Cell in the coming
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nience to authors that is afforded by having a collaborative efforts of the Board of Associate Editors who contribute
to the journal in many ways. They publish some of therelationship between the journals at Cell Press, we will
continue to make reviews available to the editors of other best work from their own labs in Cell, they encourage
colleagues to do the same, they review a large number ofCell Press journals when requested by the author. We
believe this arrangement will both allow each journal to papers, weigh in with sage opinions on particularly compli-
cated or difficult editorial decisions, help set editorial stan-live up to its full potential and provide maximum advantage
to the authors and reviewers. dards in their area of expertise, and advise on general
editorial policies. In addition to the Editorial Board, we areThe second operational modernization is that Cell has
recently introduced an electronic web-based submission also grateful for the support of the thousands of leading
scientists who serve as reviewers across the entire rangeand review program, Editorial Manager (https://cell.edmgr.
com or http://www.cell.com), that we hope will accelerate of disciplines that Cell publishes in and of course to the
thousands of authors who entrust their best efforts to us.and streamline the time from submission to first decision.
Authors can upload text, figures, supplemental material, Cell exists as a service to the community, as a forum to
showcase and communicate important scientific ad-cover letters, and reviewer suggestions through the web-
site. Reviewers can access the manuscripts from any vances to a broad readership and to promote interdisci-
plinary thinking, and it is support past and present of thecomputer. For those authors or reviewers who prefer the
old-fashioned way, we will continue to mail hard copies community that is at the core of Cell’s success.
In closing, I have been entrusted with the fate of Cell,of texts and figures on request. Based on my experience
in converting to Editorial Manager at Neuron, I expect that a scientific legend that contributes importantly to the ad-
vance of the entire scientific enterprise. I am committedthe transition will be smooth and that the new program
will be received enthusiastically by authors and review- to taking the journal successfully into the future and adapt-
ing it to the new publishing environment while preservingers alike.
Thirdly, in 2004, we expect to have available the com- its historic elegance and stature.
Happy new year.plete full-text searchable electronic backfiles of the Cell
archive from 1974 onward. Investing in the electronic plat-
form to support the backfiles and rekeying text and figures Emilie Marcus
reflects our commitment to the importance of maintaining
and modernizing the archive so that it continues to form
an active part of the scientific literature. And lastly, in 2004,
Cell will benefit from a new media relations program to
increase the visibility and public awareness of the ad-
vances we publish.
I’d also like to take the opportunity of this first editorial
to briefly summarize my professional and scientific back-
ground and to introduce the rest of the Cell Editorial team.
I joined Cell Press almost 6 years ago and in that time
have been Deputy Editor of Cell for 6 months, Editor of
Neuron for 3 years, and a member of the Acting Editorial
Team of Cancer Cell. Before that, I was a postdoc at the
Salk and UCSD and a PhD student in Biology at Yale.
My research expertise is in the areas of neurobiology,
developmental biology, and signal transduction. I am
joined in my efforts to fill Cell’s pages with interesting
exciting research by an extremely well-qualified and dedi-
cated editorial team with 14 years of combined editorial
experience and scientific expertise that span the gamut
from cell biology, immunology, molecular biology, neuro-
science, development, signal transduction, cell cycle, ge-
nomics, genetics, plant biology, physiology, and biochem-
istry. For those of you who haven’t had a chance to meet
them yet, Ilil Carmi, Judy Glaven, Lakshmi Goyal, Elena
Porro, and Bodo Stern will be introducing themselves to
you at meetings, calling to discuss work in the pipeline
in your lab, and asking for your opinions as reviewers.
Together we have a common goal of providing in Cell an
unparalleled service to the scientific community both in
terms of what we publish and how we do it. The Cell
editorial team is always ready and willing to consider and
discuss the scientific merits of a paper and reviews and
to make the review process as constructive for the authors
as possible. I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank
Deborah Sweet and Dorit Zuk for their invaluable contribu-
tion as Acting Editors and for delivering to me a strong
and healthy journal.
The editorial team is supported by the extraordinary
